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attracting so much attention. ‘‘Basement recreation
rooms with bars, and the unique bathrooms with sunken
tubs, black tiles and red rugs.’’ By that time twenty-five
houses had been sold.

Along with the keys to the doors and the deeds of
ownership the new owners were presented with a list of
rules and regulations for maintaining the appearance of
the development: ‘‘No birds or fowl shall be kept or
maintained either in cages or coops on the outside of any
dwelling place. Dogs shall be housed in suitable kennels
conforming architecturally to the dwelling house. No
wash poles or wash lines shall be erected or maintained
on the premises; no ldundry shall be hung for drying on
Sundays or legal holidays. Lawns must be cut at least
once a week from April to November 1st in each year.
The front of the houses were to be landscaped only with
shrubs; flowers were to be grown only in the back
yards.’’ Apparently the restrictions were not onerous for
by 1936 more than two hundred families were living in
these attractive houses whose cost ranged from $7,000
to $15,000. Early residents often found themselves at
bay in a Sunday afternoon foxhunt. The area had been
the playground of the Manhasset estate owners and old
customs die hard.

In January 1936 a steering committee of the residents
met to form a civic association. Mr. Edward Mulvehill

was appointed chairman and, as the Onderdonk House
was on everyone’s mind, Mr. W. Carter Betsch, Mr.
Henry Moore, and Mr. Joseph Gschwind were appoint-
ed to the House and Grounds Committee. In March the
committee called on Levitt and Sons and were informed
that the house and property had, indeed, in 1934, been
deeded to a hypothetical Strathmore Association to be
formed as a membership corporation at a later date. By
the terms of the deed filed in 1934 the property was
conveyed to Stephen Mason, Chairman of the Planning
Board of the Town of North Hempstead, as Trustee,
‘‘until a membership corporation consisting of not fewer
than fifty adults who were owners of Strathmore proper-
ty, having as its purpose the acquiring and holding of
title to property for community purposes was organized
and should request, in writing, conveyance to it of the
premises described in the deed and then to transfer said
premises to such membership corporation.’”

The deed contained the further provision that if o
request should be made by such a membership corpora-
tion prior to April 1st, 1939 then the Trustee should
convey the property to the Manhasset Park Commis-
sion. The corporation did not wait for that particular
April Fool joke to take place. The membership speedily
requested conveyance of the property and it was deeded
to them on December 3, 1936. In March of the next year

The Onderdonk House restored for Manhasset’s Tri-centennial celebration.
(photo by Christine Casey)
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